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Northern Berkshire Health & ﬂ Human Services Coalition

NEWSLETTER

Coalition News Vol ¥

Coalition Coordinator : Al Bashevkin 664-4511 x519; 802 442-5200.
Coalition Address: NASC Box 9075 North Adams, MA 01247

The Northern Berkshire Health and Human Services Coalition is supported by
the Berkshire Area Health Education Center with funding from UMASS
Medical Schoal. The Coalition is hosted by North Adams State College.
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March Coalition Meeting

First Baptist Church of North Adams 13] Main St No Adams
Please Enter via Eagle 5t Entrance

Friday Muarch 8th 10:00 AM to Noon
Meeting Agenda
|. Welcome
1. introduction of Participants : Who's here today

|1l What's Happening - Announcements by Coalition Membership of
interest to all

| V. Coalition Topic : Filth Anaual Coalition Legislalive Forum :
State Senator Jane Swilt

State Representative Dan Bosley
State Representaiive Shaun Kelly

V. Other Business

VL Adjournment and Conclusion



Coalition News 15 the newsletter of the Northern Berkshire Health
ang Human Services Coalilion. 118 function 1s to Keep Lne malling st
informed of what's happening around the Northers Berkshire area. I1s a
service 1o the entire COALITION membership and friends (over 310 at this
poinl), Announcemenis submitted Lo the newsletler will reach our entire

mailing list, So, take advantage of (his unique, free mechanism for informing

our membership of news important to all Please submit these
announcements 1o Al Bashevkin, Coalition Coordinator, PO, Box 1417,
Bennington, VT 05201, For insertion into the April newsletter, vour
4nnouncements should reach Al Bashevkin by March 281h
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What '§ Happening |

- February's Events
Eshruary Meeting
February's Coalition meeting featured a discussion ahout hunger and
its definition in the Northern Berkshire area, This topic is a difficult one as i1
has duferent meanings 1o different people. Coalitioners did a little of 1heir
Own soul searching of their own as Lhey talked about hunger and the needs
in Northern Berkshire, A special thanks should B0 Lo Arlene Reilly, new

director of the Berkshire Food Project, Lt Kevin Stoops of the Salvation Army,

Theresa Louison of Northern Berkshire Com munity Action, and Shirley
Clapper of Berkshire WIC who are all working hard in Northern Berkzhire
nuirition programs and who led our discussions

Are people in Northern Berkshire really going without food ? When
we Lalk hunger, what do we mean ? Are some tlimes of the month more
difficult for Northern Berkshire families 7 Are there enough services in the
area lo adequately address hunger 7

Coalitioners heard stories aboul individuals who would not eat if nol
for the Berkshire Food Project and the various food paniries around town.
People are having a more difficult time as the end of the month draws near
and checks are spent down. Budgeling resources to last the whole month is
needed skill for some [amilies in Northern Berkshire The Family Life
Support Center places a focus on budgeting, but not all from Northern
Berkshire utilize their services Single parents are having a particularly
difficult time stretching their resources.

In defining hunger, Theresa Louison talked about how families are
slarving for more than just food, and that grea programs [ike the Berkshire
Food Project offer food and a place 10 meet others to help nurture area
restdents. Coalltioners looked at both sides of the fence of hunger Some at
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the meeling wondered if families should be forced to be more accountable
(Others believe that times are so difficult now that households do not have
enough money 10 make it through the month, so to force accountability 18
unreasonable Most agreed that at-risk area residents do not iearn about
basic nutrition and budgeting. The Family Life Suppori Center can do this
for ils clientele, bul they do not serve all in need of these resources. The
Cocperative Extension Service has the tools to teach these areas, bul Lthe
Governor is threglening 10 elimingte that program. Any ideas on how we can
provide this information to families al risk 7 IT so, contact Al Bashevkin |

Governmeni Iransition [nformation

Remember to work with our local legislators. They will be in
atlendance a1 the March Coalition's Legisiative Forum and should bring
information about the new thinking in Boston and how Lthe Northern
Berkshires will fare.

Rep Dan Bosley - 3 Elmwood Ave North Adams 01247 663-7T486
Rep Shaun Kelly - 30 Florence 8t Dalion Q1226 GR4-448
Sen Swilt - B Bank Row Pitislield 01201 442-5240

The Coalition and the enlire Berkshire County area suffered a
tremendous loss with the death of our Congressman, Silvio Conte.
Congressman Conte successfully advocated [or funding for the Family Life
Support Center’s Transitional Housing Program (Louvison House). He has
fought hard for government [unding for fuel assistance for the New England
area. He believed in the Berkshires and made Washington recognize it
(ongressman Conte’s shoes in Washington will be big ones 1o {ill.

Once again. the State is facing some serious financial difficulties. The
Governor is opposed Lo instiluting the tax on services thal could raise
revenues (o cover Lhe budget gap. Governor Weld scrutinized his new
budget 10 be sure that cuts would not affect the “truly needy” We should
help by examining the Stale budgel in & similar fashion. For comprehensive
infarmation about the Governor's budgel and its impact on health and
human services, contact the Massachusetis Human Services Coalition (462~

6119) and ask to subscribe 10 Sixfe Hogse Waich Highlights of the
Governor's budgel mclude ;

« $850 million cut from our present FY91 budget and $1.8 billion cut
from FY 92 budget



o BOCD programs of housing services | homeless prevention) and
eperailng CEED granis 10 Community Development Agencies [Nortn Adams
CDC) likely to be history if the Governor's budget goes Lhrough

» Sliding fee schedule attached to all EOHHS programs. Presumably
programa like respile care, abuse and neglecl services, batlered women's
shelters would be included in this sliding fee schedule,

» Teen Pregnancy Prevention (PASS), Family Health (including Early
Intervention), WIC programs, and AIDS programs to receive funding
increases in the Governor’s budget,

o AFDC pavments for pregnant women in their first siz months of
pregnancy eliminated.

# Office lor Children will lose ils status as an independent agency and
will move in FY 92 to EOHHS. Increased fees for licenses issued by OFC (day
careelc) FY 92 budget eliminates funding lor childcare resource and referral
networks (Resources [or Child Care in Pitisfield)

o General Relief (GR) o be eliminated for high school students (FY 92)

» GR to be limited (o twelve months (FY92)

o Limit AFDC / GR Emergency Assistance lo prevent homelessness 1o
one month (presently pays 3 - 4 months back rent or utility bills) (FY 92}

 siricter control of nursing home rates / count the home as an assel of
it were determined that person would not leave the nursing home /
eliminate state contribution (o nursing home resident’s personal needs
allowance (FY92)

# Consolidating public health hospitals

e repeal Chapler 23's mandale Lo extend Universal Health Care
coverage / lold the Deparimeny of Medical Security (created 1o implement
Universal Health Care coverage) into EOHHS (FY92)

» vasi changes in DMR, including transferring 300 state school
residents to the community, initiating a fee for turning 22 clients, making
the transportation system for DMR clients a “needs based” system rather
than an entitlement, and eliminating service coordinalors for clients in full-
time residentlial placements

« Volunteer Adult Literacy Campalgn eliminated/ Adull Basic Skills
Program cul by 10%.

« Scholarships for higher education eliminated and become loan
programs / drop oul prevention programs {Essential Skills, School to Work )
are elimmated.

Task Force about Yolunteerism

The Task Force on Velunteerism is planning & Volunieer Falr 1o be
held at the Concourse, 85 Main Streel in North Adams, on April 25. We plan
to have lables at the Concourse from 11 AM to 2 PM. Organizations that
would like Lo participate in the Volunteer Fair must attend a mandatory



meeling. Friday, March 15 aL 9 AM at the office of AdLib, 85 Main St
Suile 304. We look lorward o working logether for a concerled effort at
recruiting volunteecs.

Federal Budget Priorities Coalition
This Coalition has been able to look al the new [ederal budgel and Lhe

spending priorities it has shown After hearing information about the
cutback in federal spending for health and human services, one doesn'i need
to look 100 far to [ind reasons [or the State’s [iscal mess. More of our tag
dollar is going towards defense, while our infrastructure (s going wilhout
See graphic later in newsletter for better explanation of the re-priorities in
spending, Fur more information about this Coalition, contact Judy Grinnell at
458-5509,

Neighborhood Focussing
The River/Hall/Bracewell Neighborhood Association's February Tih

meeting had a good wrnout. Neighbors are seemg some positive effects of
their joining together. The nexi meeling of the Neighborhood Association wll
be Thursday, March 7ih ot the Salvation Army. [t will be a pot luck dinner/
meeting. Residents will hear aboul code enforcement, bullding inspeciions,
and housing rehab programs. What can be done ? Can you help? I s0, come
to the meeling. or contaci Al Bashevkin, B02 442-5200.

Derkshire County Parinership Against Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse

A kick-olf meeting for this county-wide partnership will be held on
Thursday, Februarv 28 al 3 PM at the ITAM Lodge on Waubeek Road in
Pittsfield. This meeting will set the directions {or the partnership. For more
information about this endeavor, contact Bob Hulse, Project Coordinator, at
447-2417.

Information / Quireach Task Force

Information / Outreach folks are looking 1o solidifving some of their
ideas. You 100 should be & parl of Ltheir excilmg endeavors. The neit
meeting of the Information / Ouireach Task Force will be Thursday, March
7ih at 2 PM at the olTice of Northern Berkshire United Way, 85 Main
st. North Adams. Be there and be creative |

Task Force About Viclence

solutions will come through community discussions The lasl meeting of
the Task Force about Violence looked at & number of community issues. The
committee discussed corporal punishment and the need [or community
educatlion aboul alternatives to it, the community non-violence award, and
athletic competition among area schools that may loster bad [eelings. This group
is taking an honesl Jook al a most difficull problem. For questions, call Maggie
Bitiman at 664-6104. The next meeting of the Task Force About Violence is
scheduled for Thurs, March 14 at 10 AM ai Haskins in North Adams
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IS THIS HOW

BERKSHIRE COUNTY

In 1990,

SHOULD SPEND ITS
FEDERAL TAX
DOLLARS?

the average BERKSHIRE COUNTY

household spent $3,183 in federal mtome taxes,
incloding:

$1,598.26
$283.36
$89.15
$49.99
$20.25
$13.37

on the Military

on Health Care

on Education

on Housing

on Environmental Protection
on Job Training
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EDUCATION HEALTH CARE



WHY
BERKSHIRE COUNTY
NEEDS NEW NATIONAL PRIORITIES

Pittsfield
Because :
Parcentage Change in
BERKSHIRE Federal Programs: 1980-1989

COUNTY Has Lost
Valuable Federal
Resources

During the 1980's, major
cuts in domestic spending
wenl to finance record
increases in military
spending. Listed to the
right are a few of the
many federal programs
cut back.

Because BERKSHIRE COUNTY Spends Too Much on the
Military

In 1990 the people of BERKSHIRE COUNTY paid 5316 million In lederal taxes 1o the
Pentagon, 43% maore than in 1980

RERKSHIRE COUNTY'S ONE YEAR SHARE OF;

The B-2 Stealth Bomber, would lpance = 2,100 Headstart slots for
Star Wars, and new school age children, and job
nuclear bomb production training for 2,050 teens and
($10 miilion) adults,

A 50% cot in forces in would Mpance 5,560 units of rehabbed

Europe (8111 million) affordable housing.

The war in lrag would Mnance the weatherizing of 24,741
(540 million} hames, saving 71,748 barrels
of crude oil a vear.




INEWS AND VIEWS|

4k Ak A} in times of war, people have to come fogether . .

Northern Berkshire Mental Heallth Association is offering a support group for
all community members concerned about the Gulfl crisis, The groups will run
oo Tuesday and Thursday at 7 PM at NBMHA's office, 85 Main Street, North
Adams. Please call Bill Goodman, 664-454 1, [or more information,

‘ Workshops In the area about violence . . . May 8, Reading,

Wriling. Arithmetic .and Safety. A workshop about managing violence in the
schoals will be at the Parsons Child and Family Center, 9 AM - noon. For
more information call them at 518 426-2600,

Third Annual Bridgewater State Hospital Conference on the Study of
Violence ; A Clinical and Forensic Perspective, April 4 -S. For more
information contact Geldberg Medical Associates, Inc Bridgewater State
Hospital Conference 20 Administration Rd Bridgewater 02324,

Drury High School is hosting an opportunity for students (rom Lhe
Northern Berkshire area to attend a Middle East Peace Conference, Thursday
March 7 [rom 9 AM to 2 PM. They will be discussing the Palestinian problem
and Peace and Stability in the Post War Middle East. Students from each |
school will represent Israel, Palestine, the US. Coalition, and Irag. Sounds
bold and exciting for students. For more information, contact Jay Gramolini,
the advisor 0 Lthe Peer Educators at Drury High School, 663-6584.

%% Uti for a good cause . .. The North Adams Rehabilitation
Commission Annual Marketing Event this year is going to be a Ziti Supper o
benefit the Lovison House on Thursday, March |4th from 4 to 7:30 PM al the
American Legion in North Adams Tickets will be available in advance or at
the door. Contact Mary Daniels at 663-5391 il you have questions or are
willing to assist with the event.

ﬂ “ Welcome Aboard | . There will be a welcome reception for
Denise Gore, new Community Coordinator at Women's Services, The
receplion will be Friday, March 8 from 4-6 PM at Women's Services ofTice,
146 First St in Pittsfield.

&) &) 8 4ndNow, here'sken! Northern Berkshire
Tonight, the talk show of the Coalition will be giring its March show,
Monday, March 4th at 7:30 and repealing Friday, March 8th at 8 PM.



The show's topic is the new S51 Aware Program. Host Ken Swiatek will
have Dave Stevens of Families USA to talk about his efforts through Lhe 551
Aware program (o link polential S5 recipients with the program. Tune inlo
Channel 7 and join thousands of others who walch the Coalition on TV.

T 500K REVIEWS . . A new feature of Coalition News is your

chance to review some of the current books that may be of interest 1o
readers of the Coalition News. Please submit your reviews 1o the NEWS c/o
Al Bashevkin, NASC, North Adams, MA 01247, Our second review js
submitied by Al Bashevkin.

Within our Resclh Breaking the Cycle of 1he Disadvantaged. by Lisbeth
Schorr, Anchor Books; $9.95.

| In this most readable version, Lisbeth Schorr gives an oplimistic account of
how she believes America can change its cycie of poverty. She draws [rom
her own experience working during Johnson's War on Foverty, and also from
her involvemeni in present day anti-poverty work. [ must say that as |
linished reading this book, [ [elt good about being a social worker and saw
hope for the future. Many successful programs of the present day are cited
and mmamd 50 It may also serve as a useful reference for new program
| . Within our Reach iz available at local bookstores.

JEXE The Alzheimer Information and Support Group of Northern
Berkshire meets the [irst Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM at the Downlown
Adult Day Health Center, adjacent 1o the Center Sireet Parking lot (rear of

107 Main St). Next meeting will be Tuesday, March 5. If you need
transportation, call Esther Tauber at 458-5216 or Henry Conlois at 662-2984

Go to the people,
live among them,
learn [rom them, love them,
start wilth what Lhey know;
but al the bast leaders,
when their task |s accomplished,
Lheir work is done,
the people all remark,
*We have done il ourselves”
- Ancienl Chinese Poem




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 28 - Berkshire County Partnership against Alcohol and
Other Drug Abuse ITAM Lodge, Pittsfield 3 PM

Mar 7 - River / Bracewell / Hall Neighborhood Meeting

5 PM Pot luck dinner Safvation Army
Mar 7 - FACT Meeling: Haskins Community Center  Noon
Mar 7 - Information Outreach Northern Berkshire United Way

85 Main 5t 4th flocr 2 PM

Mar 8 - All Coalition Meeling - Legislators Forum
Baptist Church North Adams 10 AM 10 Noon.

Mar 14 - Task Force on Violence : Haskins Community Cenler
Conference Room North Adams 10 AM

Mar 15 - VYolunieerism in the NB's : Office of AdLib 85 Main 51
Room 304 North Adams 9 AM

Mar 21 - Steering Committee NA City Hall 1 :30 PM

Mar 28 - America for Disability Act : Chamber of Commerce
Breakfasteers Call NA Chamber of Commerce for more details

YES, SIGN ME UP AS A COALITION SUPPORTER for 1990-91 |

Name O Ind ($10)
Organization Cl Sm Org (325)
Address ( $100,000 budget)
Phone 1 Lg Org ($50)

|» $100,000 budget)

iChecks pavable to AHEC/NBHHSC. Mail 1o Berkshire AHEC 725 North St
Pittefield MA 0]120]

Areas of Interest:
Are you willing Lo be listed as Coalition Supporter [JYes [l No




